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Seranton School Enum 1894-95 
Par/Guar: WM. DODSON 
Seranton School Enum 1894-95 
Par/Guar: WM. DODSON 
On List, East Pascagoula Post Office 1892 
Demoerat-Star, Advertisement 21 May 1886 
FOR SAL E! 

The Pascagoula House, formerly 
occupied by W. S. DODSON. Inquire 
at Post Office, Pascagoula, Miss. 
W. S. DODSON, P.M. March 5, 1886 
On List, East Pascagoula Post Office 1892 
S13 T8 R6 Scranton School Enum 1894-95 


White, Parent/Guardian of: 
DODSON, LENA 12 WE 
DODSON, ROY 10 WM 
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Democrat Star 
March 12, 1880 


A Relic of the Past 


In the storeroom of W.S. Dodson on the Seashore, may be 

seen the remains of what once was evidently a Spanish short 

sword, the handle, with about ten or twelve inches of the 
blade being in rather a good state of preservation, if we take 
into considerationits conjectured but by no means improbable 
history, to wit: During the hurricane along our coast in 1860 
a large live oak tree standing on the beach about 80 or 100 feet 
from where the beach is now, was blown down, and immediately 
under it, attached to some of the latterals of the tap root, this 
sword was found, together with an immense horseshoe! Mr. Dodson 
Says that he never saw such a large horse shoe in all his life 
before, and regrets very much that it was misplaced or carried 
away during our late war by someone who had an eye to the curious. 
It is said by some that it takes the live-oak tree under favor- 
able conditions from 150 to 200 years to attain unto its full size 
and about that length of time to decline; therefore, putting all 
things together, we turn to the pages of history for some 
parallel case, chronologically speaking, contemporaneous to the 
planting of that live-oak on top of the sword and horse-shoe - 

for some brave and adventurous cavalier led hither to these 

shores in search of some Eldorado, or perhaps to listen to the 
enchanting music that rose with harmonious strains from the waters 

of Pascagoula - we dually conclude that it was probably planted 
over the grave of all that was left of a hero of one of the chosen 
band of Ferdinand de Soto. 


Files of Else Martin.... 
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COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS 


Act March Sd, 1871 


No. S340 


CLAIM 
ot 
William 5. Dodson, Sr. 
State of Miss 
SUMMARY REPORT 
Amount Allowed $764.50 
SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS 
Becember 4, i876 
Johnson Elaucke & CoO. 


Washington, O.C. 
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No. 3340 


The Claim of: William &. Dodson, Sr., of Jackson Co. in 
the State af Miss. 


No. af 
Ttem DESCRIPTION AMDUNT CLAIMED AMOUNT ALLOWED 
i =O Mattresses Lao 180 
2 30 Pr Blankets i860 LaG 
= 20 Pr Pillows LoS igs 
4 iZ2 Pr Sheets 45 43 
a 10 pr pillow siips ig io 
& 15 Towels Fel F.oG 
¥ 1 Large Cooking 
stove & utensils i006 LOG 
a BOO0 fi. Lumber 7a 7a 
7 29750 fi. cypress 
lumber oF a? 
764,50 764,50 
REMARES 
The claimant is a hotel - keeper, an occupatian 


which he has pursued for 25 years. He resided at East 
Pascagaqula, Miss., for 20 years. He opposed secession. 
He was known far & wide as a union man, & from first to 
last was in sympathy with the Union cause. Happening to 
be at Mobile when the federais landed at Pascagaula he 
was arrested & detained two or three months & nat per— 
mitted to return home until the federals had left Fas— 


Cagoula. 
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He was cursed as a Yankee: the second night after his 
return home he was shot at by a Confederate soldier. 
Buring the whole war, threats were constantly made 
Sgainst him by Confederate officers & soldiers & his 
neighbors, on account of His union sentiments. He 
saved the officers af aU. &. gunboat from being cap- 
turec by making a& prearranged signal to them; was 
compelled to keep his house constantly lighted for 
weeks, & had his friends watch with him to prevent his 
house being burned. Loyalty ais proved beyond ail 
question. 

The property for which charge is made was taken 
for the use of a hospital, excepting the lumber which 
Was used to build a wharf for the Navy, in December 
1844. At this time property had appreciated to the 
highest price attained during the war - cetton gaod 
bringing the highest price ever known. Gen. Granger was 
in command. The first articles were taken for hospital 
use. The hospital was a house formeriy belonging ta 
Gen. Twiggs, four doors from claimant’s hotel. Sen. 
Granger was present when the furniture was taken. The 
proof is full that the first seven items were taken for 
the use of the hospital as charged with much other pra- 
perty for which no charge was made. The lumber was 
taken by order of a Quartermaster, & receipt {which was 
lost? was Given for part of the lumber. In addition ta 
the cooking stove & utensils, kikehen furniture was tak— 
en. At the time mast of the property was taken claimant 
WaeS & prisaner of the Confederates in Mobile, & was not 


present ta get vouchers. 
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We think this claim should be pain in full. The charges 
are in ne instance exces- sive. We recommend the 


payment of $744.50. 


&.0O.Aidis Comm’? s 
I.B.Honell of 
0.Gerrin Claims 
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Ciaim No. 43,514 
Sett. No. 2042 
William 5S. Dodson Sr. of Miss 
$764.50 
Bue him out of the appropriation for 


“CLAIMS OF LOYAL CITIZENS FOR SUPPLIES 
FURNISHED DURING THE REBELLION" 


For the amount allowed him 
by the Southern Claims Commission 


Reported March 27, i877 
Returned March 30, i877 
Requisition Ne. 3489 ,dated 
April 3, 1i867?, transmitted for 


Warrant April 7, i877. 


$764.50 
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THE UNITED STATES, To William S. Dodeon, Sr. 

For the amount allowed him by Act of Congress, 
Private No. YLi approved March =, i877, 
entitled "An Act making appropriations for the 
payment of claims reported allowed by the 
Commissioners of Claims under the Act of Congress 


of March 3, i87is 


The sum of 764,50 


Payable in care of Johnson Klaucke & Co 
Washington, DBD. C. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Second Comptroller’ s Office Third Auditor’s Office 
March 30, 1877 March 33, isv? 
H. Spalding T. Kee 
Clerk Clerk 
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Brief in the case of William 5. Dedsen Sr. of Pascagoula 


dackson Co, Miss — 


Claimant was about 45 in i861 is P.M and keeps a 
hotel at E—. Pascagoula - - was = hotel and store keeper at 
the same place during the war where he has resided far about 
24 years - Was in Mobile in Nov. and Dec 18464 when Gbenl 
Granger landed at Pascagoula and was not permitted by 
Confederates to return home till they had left orders were 
te shoot him if he attempted to cross the line — Rebel 
SQldiers entered his store four times and tack what they 
wanted - cursed him for a d--d yankee, said he was lucky ta 
get off with his head — Had two sons conscripted —- sent one 
of them what he needed ta relieve his great destitution till 
he goak home on sick leave - sent him secretly out of the 
Confederate lines inte the Union lines at Horn Island — 


staid till close of war and died one month after — The other 


son was 17 - went to Mobile was taken sick and put in the 
hospital - was discharged from hospital with orders to 
report for duty - claimant saw him - hid him in his wagon 


emuggled Aim out ot the lines and tock Aim home where he 
staid — Threats were so numerous against claimant that there 
is no use of specifying them and feelings were very bitter- 
was frequently cursed and told he ought to be shot - was 
shot at by a rebel soldier two days after he got back from 
Mobile - the soldier openiy bragged of it in the streets 
and public sentiment protected him - Sat up nights and had 
friends toa watch with him fearing he would be burned cut - 


When Mobile fell a company was sent for their protection. 
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Prevented the capture of Commndr Yates of the"dJackson" and 
his Officers Paym Perry, Dr Yard and others -— In Febry i845 
the veesel lay in the harbor and the rebele secreted 


themselves to capture the Officers when they cam= ashore -—- 


But by & signal previcgusly agreed on - which was his 
daughter wearing a white sun —- bonnet they were warned iin 
time —- but were fired on, the ball entering the beat - a 


rebel soldier sat by claimant to see that he made no signal 
Commndr Yates caused notices te be posted that if injury was 
done to claimants property he would level to the ground the 
houses of thase concerned in it. - - Got passes from the 
rebel authorities to go to Mobile and back for provisions - 


took no oaths for them —- generally knew the Officers being 


an old citizen and get them without difficulty —- Was 
appointed P. M. -— since the war - took the iron - clad 
oath- Did not vote on the Ordinance of Secession —- dan’t 


know of any who dared to vote against it — there was a great 
deal of feeling against him because he did not goa to the 
polls contented himself as best he could in trying ta 
protect his property and attend ta his business. 

Chuma Lambert M. DBD. knew claimants sympathies were 
with the Unicon na one disputed it - a fact common in the 
community and which subjected him to much annoyance and 
Suspicion —- read the notice posted by Commndr Yates which 
Was in substance that he —- the commandr hearing that some of 
the loyal people of Pascagoula were disturbed by the rebels 
Gave notice that if further molested the town would be 
shelled -—- claimant and an old man named Wright ‘since dead) 
were the only loyal people known te witness ~ know he was 


blamed for trying to depreciate Confederate money 
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Andrew Ely {colored} Pascagoula says claimants 
reputation among the colored folks was that of 2 man they 
could trust and among all classes, that of a union man —- 
republican since the war. 

Mes. Jemima Dodson wife of claimant says her husband 
and the whole family were loyal and were much persecuted —- 
rebels threatened to burn them out and fired oan her 
husband —- witness made clothing for her conscripted sons — 

Sophia Hutchings daughter of claimant corroborates 
the statements made of trying to burn them out, shooting at 
her father and her signalling ta Capt Yates &® Officers and 
preventing their capture — 


Dr. Thos. 5. Yard, 24 in i861 was surgeon on the 


dackson - lay in Pascagoula «a gread deal and became 
acquainted with Mr. Dodson in i842 - he was considered hy 
the people as a Union man - was reported to have Aa union 


flag in his house Says he and his family saved the Officers 


from Capture several times - gave information of two 
schooners going toa run the blockade - soa that they 
intercepted them = new years might 1842. 
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JOHNSON AND JOHNSON 
SOLICITORS OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN FATENTS, 
Offices corner af th and F STs., apposite Patent Office 


Albert H. Johnson FP. O. Hox S51. 
J.W. Hamilton Jonnson 


Washington, £.C 
April i4th, i874 
To the Honorable 


THE COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS 
In the matter of the claim No. 3246, af Hilliam §. 


Dodson, &r., we have the honor to submit the case upon the 
testimony. 

We respectfully request that no deduction be made in 
the amount, as the testimony af the claimant and of excel—- 
lent witnesses not only fully sustains all the facts in the 
petition, but goes tao show that the claimant has underrated 
the value of the items charged. 

Very Respectfully, 
Johnson, Elancke Co. 


Attorneys for 
WH. &. Dodson Sr. 
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No. 3340 


im. &S. Dodson Sr. 


Miss 


ol 
m 
id] 


dackea 


Letter of claimant relative to reasons why he did 


receive pay from U. 5. Army for articles taken from 


by them. 


nat 


him 
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And at Mobile Ala, oan the 1ith day of March AD 1874, 
personally appeared before me Dr Thomas &. Yard, whoa having 
been first duly sworn by me to speak the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth concerning the matters 
under examination did depose and say as follaws: 


Deposition of Thomas 5. Yard M.D. 
In answer to questions by Special Commissioner 


My name is Thas. &. Yard. IToam thirty six years af 
age. From i861 to i842 [1 was nearly all the time on the 
Gunboad Jackson, U.5S.Navy, Adm Farraguts squadron as medical 
officer - with rank of assistant surgeon. We came into 
Mississippi sound in February or March 18623 and from that 
time unmtil the fall of Mobile, in i865, we remained 
operating in Mississippi Sound - quarding the coast. We 
were frequently near Pascagoula. We lay there a great 
deal. I became acquainted with Mr Dodson’s family in i842. 
I became acquainted with Mr W. 5. Dodson about the time Gen 
Granger occupied Pascagoula. Mr W. &. Dodson was considered 
by the people as a Union man. They always said so. It was 
generally considered so during the war. We were frequently 
in at Pascagoula, trading with the people, getting fresh 
vegatables &% c for our command. I had frequent 
conversations with the people. They always spoke of him as 
@ Union man. It was reported that he had a United States 
flag in his house. His san who was in the Confederate 
service, deserted that service. We helped him get away. He 
came an our ship ina small boat one night. He returned 
home after the war was over and died. I have known Wm. &. 
Dodson off and on ever since. He has continued to be 
loyal. Theres no doubt of it. 


Question. Did you ever know him to do anything for the 
Union cause? 


I do net know that Mr BDodsom himself did anything: 
but we had arranged with Mrs Dodson and her daughter a 
Signal by which we would know if there was danger to be 
apprehended. The signal was a white bonnet or white apron 
to be worn by one of them. On several occasions they warned 
us and saved us from capture. Mr Dodson was away most of 
the time, but I am of the opinion that this was by his 
knowledge and cansent. 

At one time the Captain and one or two of the ward 
room officers of the Jackson started ashore. Me Dodsons 
family met them on the wharf and advised them and teld them 
there was a force secreted to capture the party, and the 
captain returned to the vessel. They alsa advised us of the 
intention of two confederate schooners intending to run the 
blockade on the night of New Years 1863. In consequence we 
intercepted both. Ran one ashore and they set fire to her. 
The other we pursued so closely she threw over her cotton 
and we picked up about an hundred bales of it. 
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To recellect my share of the prize money was about four 
hundred dollars. This was entirely due to information given 
by Me Dodeson’s family. 


Thos. & Yard, 4.2. 


Subscribed and sworn ta before me this Lith day of 
March 1874 after being read over by witness. 


James Siliettie 
Soecial Com 
Further examined as to cisim for property 


Io dant know the circumstanes of the taking of the 
articles specified in Mr ODodsons claims but I was in 
Hospital of Gen Grangers command nearly every day. Or 
Mosier USA was the medical officer of the division and of 
the hospital. I saw the hospital was furnished from the 
neighborhood. Ifo understood at the time that it was all 
furnished by Dodson. In fact there was no one in Pascagoula 
that had that amount of bedding. As I did not see it taken 
I can testify no further. Dr White who was Gen Grangers 
Chief Medical Officer can testify. He is in New Orleans and 
president of the Board of Health. 


T.8.¥Yard M.D. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me by the witness after being 
read aver by him March 11, i874. 


dames Gillette 
Special Commissianer 
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REMARKS BY THE SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 


Billiam S Dodson Sr. the claimant is the present and 


ante war Fost Master of East Pascagoula, Miss. 
Since the war he has been a prominent Republican in County 
matters. His loyalty during the war and Since seems 
continuous. Dr uma Lambert, exiled from Mew Orleans by 


Genl Butler, testifies that claimant was one of the only two 
loyal men he knew or heard af iin Pascagoula. All the 
witnesses concur as te loyalty. On one or more cocasions 
during the war, his family, By means of &@ preconcerted 
Signal, saved from capture the officers of the U.5.Gunboat 
Jackson who for three years were occasionally in the habit 
of coming ashore for provisions & to visit claimants family 
{ see depositions of claimant & of Dr Yard sx asst. surgeon 
of the Jackson} 

General Gordon Granger U.5.A. %&® forces landed at 
Pascagoula in Dec 1644 % left in Feby 1545. General Granger 
and staff occupied the parlour and adjoining raoms of the 
Dodson house. The hospital in the old Twiggs mansion four 
houses East, was furnished by bedding & the articles 
Specified in claimants Fetition taken By order of the Staff 
Surgeon Dr Mosier and in the presence of General 6ranger, 
who was personally present and promised it should be paid 
for. One witness (Sophie Hutchings} testifies he went from 
room to room while the articles were bsing taken, See 
avidence of Jemima Dodson, Mary Dodse, Andrew Ely & Saphie 
Hutchings: 

It was followed to the hnoaspiteal by Mary Dosd & 
Sophie Hutchings and seen in use by them & Dr Thos 8. Yard 
Asst Surgeon of the Jackson. The evidence shows more taken 
than claimed for. The claimant testifyy that he reduced his 
Claim to the lower figures to be within the truth and 
thinking it better to get a littie, than to claim a large 
amount . 

The Special Commissioner personally inspected the 
premises. The house is as stated and the quantity claimed 
could have been easily removed from it, if it were fully 
furnished as claimed and yet mat entirely disfurnish the 
rooms. 

All witnesses were examined who presented themselves at 
Pascagoula and certified as set down under oath. 

Dr. Tf &. Yard was examined in Mobile at the 
Commissioners aowm suggestion as to loyalty and the acts of 
loyalty claimed to have been performed during the war. 


dames Gillatta 
Special Commissioner 


42 of 192 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Dodson Family History 


iS. In answer_to 17th Genl Interog he says: 


I was not. 


20. & 21. In answer to 20th and 2ist Geni Interoaq he says: 


I never was so engaged. 


22. In answer to 22rd Genl Interag he says: 


I did nat. 
ae. In answer toa 22rd Genl Interoq he says: 
I was not. 


24. In answer to 24th Genl Interog he says: 


As I have stated before I was in Mobile when Genl 
Granger landed at Pascagoula and made my house his 


neadquarters. I was then arrested by Gen Maury and ordered 
nat tao leave Mobile so long as the U. S&S. Troops remained at 
Pascagoula under penalty of being shot. I remained in 


Mobile some two or three months, in obedience to the order, 
calling at headquarters and reporting when required. As 
soon as Genl Granger left I was permitted to return home. 
The second night after I arrived home I was shot at by a 
confederate soldier. 


ao. In answer to 25th Genl iInterrog he sayss 


I never was arrested by the U. S&S. Govmat. 


26. In answer to 26th Genl Interrog he says: 


I was so threatened. During the whole time there 
were threats being constantly made against me by officers 
and soldiers and by neighbors, an account of my Union senti- 
ments. The threats were so numerous there is no use of my 
specifying them. Iowas generally known as a Union man. 
Several af the officers and privates both at my store and 
hotel cursed me, as “a dammed Yankee" That was a common 
thing. They said frequently [I ought "toa be shot." Two days 
after I returned from Mobile, and after the U.S. troops had 
left, in January or February 1545, the feeling against me 
Was GO very intense, I deemad it necessary to sit up all 
might and watch my property; fearing from the threats that 
it would be burned. While standing on my gallery I was shot 
at by a confederate soldier well known to me. The ball 
struck a magnolia tree which was between me and the corner 
of my store from which the shot was fired. The next day he 
openly bragged of his exploit. Iodid mot dare to do 
anything with him. The public sentiment of the community 
protected him in his acts. No one would have arrested him. 
After that =I was compelled to keep my house constantly 
lighted all night for some weeks, at least a month, by 
putting lights aut the windows and so arranged that no one 
could come on the premises without being See. 
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I had my friends to watch with me expecting every night to 
be burned out of house and home. At length Mobile fell and 
troops were sent to cur relief. We asked Genl Granger for 
troops and he sent us a company for our protection. 


28. In answer to 26th General Interrof he says: 


I never was asked toa contribute anything to the 
Union Aray. But the property specified in my claim was 
taken for the Army. 


27. In answer te the 29th General Interrog he says: 


At the risk of my life, I prevented the capture af 
Commander Yates, (commanding the Gunboat “Jackson” in 
Pascagoula Harbor} and his officers, Paymaster Perry, Or. 
Yard, and others whose names I da not remember. The cir- 
cumstances were these. In February or March i865, just 
before Mobile fell -— The Confederates having possession of 
the place, the U.S. Gunboats however having possession of 
the harbour and channell, Commander Yates and his officers 
and four men were approaching the shore and were on the 
wharf within about 800 feet of the shore. A party of con- 
federates hacd come down and secreted themselves east and 
weet of my hotel which is opposite the wharf, and in the 
rear of the building, on purpose to capture the Gunboat 
officers who had been in the habit of making little trips to 
the shore to get information and to visit my family with 
whem they were well acquainted. I had previcusly ascer- 
tained that threats phad been made to capture them, and had 
arranged with Commander Yates, a Signal to be used in the 
event of danger. The signal was a white sunbonnet worn by 
my daughter anywhere about the house or on the shore where 
she could be seen. The hotel and porch, summer house and 
yard are plainly visible from the water. AS so0n aS we saw 
Commander Yates and his party approaching we all went out 
and sat in the summer house, which opens to the wharf and 
harbour. My daughter Sophia wearing the white sunbonnet. 
A confederate saldier came and tock a seat with us to watch 
Mo Finding the Commander and his officers still approach— 
ed, to call more special attention, I got a foot ball and 
relled it down the wharf that my daughter might run after 
it, the better to display the signal or bonnet, which then 
attracted their attention. In picking up the ball she would 
purposely let fall her bonnet and place it on her head again 
with an extra flourish. Then the commander and his party, 
who had got half way up the wharf, comprehended the signal 
and immediately returned ta their boat. The exasperated 
confederates then fired at the Hoat, putting a ball, as I 
afterwards learned, through one af the oar blades and in the 
stern. The commander did not return the fire for fear of 
injuring the women. Had they not retreated to their boats 


they undoubtedly would have been killed or captured. For 
the proof af this I refer to Commander Yates, who is yet in 
the service and any of his officers. I do not know what 


position he now holds or his rank. In that time he commanded 
the Gunboat "Jackson", Flagship of the Mississippi Saund, 
before that he was a lieutenant under Admiral Farragut oan 
the “Hartford”. 
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I wouid ask that should there remain any further 
necessity for proof as to my services rendered the United 
States forces that Commander Yates be written to. He also 
knows the state of feeling against me in the neighborhood at 
the time. 

He caused notices to be posted up on the trees and 
houses in Pascagoula, that if I was personally molested or 
ingury done to my property, he would cause the houses of 
those concerned in it to be levelled to the ground by his 
gunboat. I heid his letter addressed to any of the U. &. 
forces, stating I had rendered important service to the 
United States, and calling on them to respect my personal 
property. This letter was or is in the possession of Genl 
McKee member of Congress fram Mississippi or in possession 
oar my attorneys. 


Sil. Te the Sist Interrogatory he sayss 
I have not. 


32. To the 22nd Interrogatory he says: 


I have not. 
32. Ta the 32rd Interrogt he says: 

I never was. 
24. In answer to the 24th Genl Inter he says: 

No. 
35. In answer to the 23th Genl Int he says: 

No. 
36. In answer to the 36th Geni Intg he says: 

No. 
37. in answer te 27th Genl iIntg he says: 

Na. 
38. In answer to 38th Genl Int he sayss 

I was compelled to obtain passes in order to go to 
Mobile to obtain provisions. That is to get into town and 
to get out. I never had ta take any oath for that purpose. 
Ii don’t remember ever getting passes from the provost mars- 
hall. I generally knew the commanding officers, being an 
Qld citizen and hotel keeper and had mo difficulty about 
passes, except at the time I have mentioned, when Gen Gran- 
ger came here —- when, being in Mobile, and being accused af 
sympathizing with the Union cause, my pass was revoked as I 


have before stated, and I was held in the city, during the 
whole time Gen Granger remained at Pascagoula. 
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29. In answer toa the 29th Genl [Interragatory he says: 


Iwas not. Since the war I have been appointed Post 
Master. The old Post Master could not get the office, as he 
had held it under the Confederacy. I was appointed shortly 
after the war. I took the iron - clad oath. I have been 
Post Master ever since. 


46. In answer to the 40th Geni Int deponent says: 


At the beginning of the rebellion I sympathised with 
the Union cause. For that reason there was a bad feeling 
against me. I refused to vote when the ordnance of seces- 
sion was before the people. I don’t know a man who dared ga 
$0 far as to vote against it, but there were several who 
like myself in this county refused to vote. As it was, 
there was quite a feeling against those who refused or who 
did not go to the pelis. After the ordnance of sesession 
was adapted I did nat change my views, nor did I da anything 
contrary to my feelings which were with the union, nor did I 
da any thing against the Union cause. I contended myself as 
best Icould in trying not to go wrong, and protect my pro- 
perty and attent to my business. 


41. In answer to the 4ist General Interog deponent says: 


In conclusion I solemnly declare as stated in this 
interrogation. 


In answer to Revised Questions as to taking of Property. 


In reference ta the taking af the property specified 
in my claim I would state that I was not present when it was 
taken. Ft was taken by General Granger*s Command during the 
time I was detained by the Confederates, as a prisoner in 


Mobile. I know that when I left home I owned every article 
specified oan the list, and more in quantity and in full 
value than therein stated. The mattresses and bedding 


charged for which my wife and other witnesses will prove 
were taken fram my residence and hotel, by the United States 
forces, during my absense, could not now or then be replaced 
for thet money. At the present time I could not buy in New 
Orleans the same list of articles for three hundred dollars 
more than ££ have charged. My hotel was the best in the 
neighborhood and much the largest. The furniture such as 
bedding & C was af the best in use in this country. 
Mattresses such as we had were worth at that time, in good 
money $12.00 to $14.00 each. They are now worth at least 
$10.00 sach. The blankets were fine white wood blankets. 
They were not the ordinary store blanket. They were of fine 
quality such as are used in first class hotels and private 
residences. They are worth now in the city nine dollars a 
pair. The sheets were coarse heavy linen and large size. 
Except @ few pair. Four dollars is @ very small price. We 
sell the same linen now at $1.05 a yard. We gave £4.50 for 
a second hand pair af sheets the other day, af no better 
quality. The lumber especially the cypress, is under 
valued. 
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The quantity is qreatly under what was actually taken. A 
Lot af sills and picketting material was omitted from the 
list. In fact in making out this list I was particulariy 
careful to make my claim as small in quantity and as 
moderate in price as possible to do so and be right. In the 
belie? that it was better to make if in- side of the value, 
than to be outside of it. Il made up my mind ta put nothing 
on the list I could not conscientously swear to and mob to 
Claim a dollar beyond the lowest market prices. As I have 
said [ owned all this property and more before I Left — when 
Io returned it was gone, and from information, which f 
consider perfectiy reliable and correct, from my own family 
and other witnesses I am able to state it was taken for the 
use of the United States army. 

In addition to what I have made claim for, when I 
left home, my store contained about two thousand dollars 
worth of general merchandize, in specie value. When I re- 
turned = found it empty having been entered inta, taken 
possession af and used By the officers and soldiere af the 
United States Army. The store was used as affices. The 
goods had dissappeared, as I have good reason to believe, 
having been taken by the soldiers. Qwing to my absence I 
received na vouchers for my property. Io never have been 
paid a cent for it. When I returned the parties wha had 
taken my property, had left. 


W. S&S. Dodson, Sr. 


Subscribed and sworn ta after being read over to the witness 
this fifth day of March AD i874. 


James Gillette 
Special Commissioner 


William Dodson being duly sworn again this 7th March Lev4 
Gepose and says - I never went through bankruptcy. Never 
made any application. Am not insolvent and I awe nathing f 
can’t pay. If paid dollar for doliar after the war what I 
owed befare 


“. 5. Docsen Sr. 
Subscribed and sworn to this 7th of March ifv4. 


dames Gillette 
Special Comr. 
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Deposition of Numa Lambert 


i. In answer to the ist General interrogatory he sayss 


I was mot present. 


2. In answer to the @nd Genl Interg he says: 


I did not see any of the articles taken. I can’t 
answer any questions based upon 4a personal knowledge of the 
Cirmstances of the taking. 


3. What do you know of the articles having been taken from 
Mr. Dodson? 


Iowas a resident physician af Pascagoula during the 
winter of 1844 and 1845. 4 Dr Mozier af the U.5.4rmy was in 
charge of a hospital at the house of Mrs Hall in Pascagoula. 
Io visited the hospital at his invitation almost every day. 
I saw the hospital furniture, bedding &@ CC. Everything was 
very neat. The bedsteads were similar to those used in he- 
tels. The bedding seemed also tao be of that kind used in 
hotels &® in boarding houses. I noticed the bedsteads gar— 
ticularly: they. had columns and were usual bed room furni- 
ture, imitation of black walnut. And I well recollect they 
were not all alike. It was generally known and spoken of at 
that time that the hospital was furnished by furniture taken 
from the hotels and boarding houses of the place. IJ should 
think there were from thirty five to fifty patients on the 
average in the hospital. 

OF my personal knowledge I can state that Mr. 
W.S.Dodsons sentiments, during the war, were friendly to the 
United States. It was generally so known in the cammunity. 
IT knagw it to be so. On that account himself and family were 
subjected to considerable suspicion and arrogance. He was 
considered as 3a loyal citizen and siding altogether with the 
federals. No one disputed it. 

Commander Yates of the Gunboat Jackson was so far satisfied 
of it, that he wrote out a notice to the inhabitants that if 
any continued to disturbe the peace of Mr Dodson*s family he 
would "shell the place", or words --Pascagoula, I remember 
he was specially spoken of by the exiles who came here from 
New Orleans, who blamed him for trying to depreciate Caon- 
federate money. I was every day with them. They all re- 
garded him as sympathising with the Federal Cause. 


Nema Lambert ir. DBD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, after being read over to 
the witness this 3th day of March i874. 


dames Gillete 
Special fommissianer 
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Deposition of Andrew Ely 
i. In answer oto the ist General =Interrogatory Deponent 


Sayss 


Il owas present at the time all of the articles 
Specified in the Mr. Wm. S&S. Dodsons claim were taken. 


=. In answer to the @nd Genl Interrag he says: 


I saw all the articles taken. I saw the Mattrasses 
and the Bedding taken, Blankets, Sheets, Fillows and Pillow 
Slips %& Towells. I remember that the stove was taken and 
cooking utensils, such as FKFettles, frying pans, boilers 
{large size for boiling water) buckets, brooms & c, such 
things as are used about a Kitchen. I also saw the lumber 
taken, a5 much as is set down. I also saw the cypress lum- 
ber taken. I dont know the quantity: but there wae a large 
Piles; over two thousand feet. icant say haw much over. 


3. In answer to the 3rd Genl Interrog he says: 


I lived here as a slave to Severin Rabby at the time 
General Gordon Grangers troops landed at East Pascagoula. 
At that time I was hiring my own time. That is = paid my 
master for my Services and worked where and for wham I 
pleased. I had been working that way for three years. When 

General Granger came, he employed me as a guide and in his 
personal service. Ioremained at his Headquarters which were 
next door to Dodsons Hotel, and remained with him except 
when he sent me off in the country, all the time he was 
here. Gen Granger was here in the winter before the war 
closed. I dant remember the time when Mr. Dodson’s property 
was taken exactly but it was while General Granger was here 
and while Mr Dodson was away. Genl Granger knew of its be- 
ing taken. It was carried off in wagons to the haspital 
which was in Mrs Halls house. The fourth house East of the 
hotel. The house then belonged to General Twiggs of the 
Confederate Army, but was taken by General Granger for a 
hospital. I remember Dr Mosier and a Mr. White who seemed 
to be a doctor. The party who came from the hospital to get 
the furniture were soldiers. They asked me ta help them move 
it into the wagon. It made more than one load. ff dent 
recollect now how many. I helped them carry aut the 
mattrasses. I dont remember how many. They belonged to Mr 
Dodson and came out of his house. I helped carry the blan- 
kets alsa. They had already taken the sheets pillows and 
towels. I saw them, But did mot help with them. I saw them 
carrying them out and &I saw them go to the hospital. =I 
helped with mattrasses and blankets. I saw mo hbecsteacds 
carried out. They took the cooking stove alsa. I saw them 
Carry it gut towards the hospital. ft was large hotel stove 
im good order. All sarts of comking utensils and cooking 
furniture with it. I cant state the value of the stave. I 
never bought one. 

I have bought a mattress similar to the ones taken. I paid 
ten dollars for it. I think the ones taken were worth ten 
dollars each. They were double thickness so as to make only 
one necessary on a bed. 
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I dont thing mattrasses such as they were could have been 
replaced under ten dollars. They would have cost more in 
those times. It was only last year T bought mine for ten 
dollars. It had been in service though in good order. Thery 
were moss mattrasses. 

The lumber was taken at a different time by men 
under the orders of Captain Lappin & quartermaster in the 
Aarmay then here with Genl Granger. I knew him very well. 
When the army left here he persuaded me to go with them for 
fear I would be hung by the Confederates if I remained. 

I knew Captain Lappins men by sight. Eo dont now remember 
their names but I know them as in his employment and in the 
quartermaster Department. When they took the lumber I was 
standing in front of the hotel. The lumber pine and cypress 
Was piled some in the yard and some outside. They took some 
in their double team wagons — Government wagons. Some they 
Carried on their shoulders. The tumber was taken by another 
set of men than those who took the bedding. I dant remember 
the number of men engaged in the taking buk as near as I can 
recollect about half a dozen men each time. I know they 
Were mot robbing. They were acting under orders and were 
quietly removing the property, the bedding ta the hospital 
The lumber to quartermaster department. I know this because 
I saw the stuff taken, and from being about headquarters so 
much I knew most of the men by sight and knew wha they were 
working for. 


(Question by Special Commissioner} 
Did you hear them say anything while taking it? 
Answer 


Yes. They said they were ordered ta take the lumber 
by Capt Lappin. The men who took the bedding were in charge 
of orderly sergeant dohn Stillyard who was in charge, ai a 
kind of a steward in the hospital. He was the man whose 
business it was toa go about and get things for the 
hospital. He had charge of keeping it clean & C. I did nat 
know any of the names of the others though I knew them by 
Sight. I afterwards saw the bedding in use in the hospital. 


4, In answer to the 4th Genl Interrog deponent says:. 


I have already stated where and when the articles 
were taken as near as I can tell as to time. It seems to me 
now it was about Christmas or a little after Christmas day; 
for I remember that just before that the soldiers made a 
raid on my hogs, chickens at my house. (Also answer to Sth 
Genl Intg} That serves to aid my memory Gut the exact time I 
dont remember. The bedding and lumber were taken during 
different days; but all about the time or within a week. 


3. & & In answer to the Sth & 6th Genl Int deponent sayss 


I dont remember whether there were any citizens 
present when the property or the furniture was taken and the 
lumber except Mrs Dodson and Miss Sophie Dodson, 
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&@ colored woman Mrs Dodsons servant named Mary, who helped 
Qive out the things, and myself. 1 think there were none 
others present but dont remember except the solidiers. i 
remember General Gordon Granger came up an the gallery at 
the time the soldiers were taking the furniture and bedding. 


é& In answer to the 46th Genl Int deponent says: 


Gen. Granger came up to firs Jemima Dodson who was 
crying on the gallery of the hotel. He told she should have 
pay for what they were taking. He looked on while they were 
moving the bedding a while but did mot stay long. 


7e In answer oto 7th General Interrog deponent says: 


I have already stated all I can think of that was 
Said and done on the taking of the property. 


8. & F._In answer to Sth & F th Genl Int Deponent says: 


I did not follow the property, but the hospital was 
only four houses from the hotel and I afterwards saw some of 
it there and in use. It was carried aff in wagons. All the 
hospital bedding was carried in wagon loads; but some of the 
lumber was carried on shoulders of the men. 


iG. In answer to the 10th General Inter Deponenk says: 


I know the property was taken for hospital use, 
because I saw it in use in the hospital afterwards. I did 
not see the lumber after it was taken. I know it was not a 
lawless acts but was done with the knowledge and consent of 
the officers, because I was present, and Genl Granger was 
present part of the time. 


li. In answer to the Lith General Ink he sayss 


I dont know of any complaint except Mes Dodson made 
at the time when Genl Granger told her she should be paid. 


i2. In answer _ te the i2@th Genl Into he says: 


I dont know 


i3. In answer to the i3th Genl Intq he says: 


Not that I know 


14. In answer to the 14th Genl Inteq he says: 


Gen Grangers headquarters were next door toa Mr 
Dodsons hotel. The hospital was four doors off. The camp 
of the soldiers were about 700 yards back af the house. 
Colored troops. There had been a skirmish about seven miles 
from here, but I dont think that was before the property was 
taken. I knew the quartermaster well, Captain Lappin, a 
large stout man. 
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iS. Inanswer to the iSth General Interrog deponent says: 


The property was all in good condition. I am a 
judge of lumber have handled it all my life. The cypress 
taken was good cypress. Ihave never known cypress worth 
less than eighteen dollars a thousand. Fine lumber, about 
fifteen dollars a thousand. I mean sawed lumber, lumber 
Sawed in planks. Mr. Bodsons lumber was all sawed lumber. 


1é. In answer to the iéth Geni Interroqg Deponent says: 


I dont remember the exact quantity and know nothing 
further than I have stated. I have had the list of articles 
taken from Mr Dodson read ta me, and I think if anything 
there was more taken than he has claimed. 

IT am a colored man, I dont read or write; but I have 
been always in business for myself since I began to hire amy 
own time. I have been butchering for twenty three years. I 
cammenced to hire my own time 3 years before the surrender. 
I consider myself a good judge of quantity and value of 
things generally. I can count, can estimate beef on the 
hoof, and lumber in the pile. I think Mr BDodsons claim is 
under the true quantity that was taken and were worth then 
more than he has charged. 


I have always been loyal, the colored people 
generally were so during the war. They generally knew Me 
Dedson and dealt with him deal with him yet. His reputation 
anong them is that of aman they can safely deal with. He 
was considered a Union man during the war, by all classes of 
citizens. Since the war he has never been anything but a 
Republican. Always stood out for the Government. I knew 
him well during the war. There are plenty of witnesses to 
prove all this I have stated about his lovalty. 


Andrew X Ely 


Witness signature of 
Andrew Ely byt mark 
M. £. Hutchings 


Subscribed and sworn to by the witness Andrew Ely, 
after being read over to him this Sth day of 
March i874. 


James Gillette 
Special Commissioner 
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Mary Dose or Dos’d an octoroen being duly sworn deposes and 
Bays: 


Deposition of Mary Dosd 
Questioned by BSoecial Commissioner preliminary 


I am over forty yvears of age. [ have been living 
with Mr William Dodson about twenty years. I left Mr Dodson 
about a week before the U.S.troops left. The United States 
troops under General Granger landed here on a Thursday 
before the Christmas of 1844. On the next Monday being the 
day after Christmas the officers had a dinner in our dining 
room, the hotel dining room, I cooked the dinner for them. 
I belonged to Mr Dodson at that time. About three weeks 
after New Years, in 1845. I left Mr Dodson’s in the service 
of Or. John M. Stevenson, af the Grd Maryland Cavalry. He 


was & medical officer in the army. From here we went ta 
Fort Gaines in Mobile Bay. We remained there four weeks. I 
cooked & washed for G2. Stevenson. Then we went in a 


hospital boat, after Spanish Fort was taken. I remained 
with Dre Stevenson eight months, one at Fort Gaines and seven 
months in Mobile. There® were Dr Mosier, Br White and Br 
Stevenson connected with the hospital here. 

Iocan not read and write. I can count by the dozen, 
and am familiar with the affairs of a hotel. Iwas with Mrs 
Bodsen during the war and ever since I was a girl, and 
always assisted her about the house in assisting her in the 
hotel. I took care of the rooms, beds and bedding. When 
visitors came in the night I recived them and reported ta 
her in the morning. 


Question by the Special Commissioner. 


Bo you know of any articles of furniture taken from 
the hotel by United States soldiers or officers during the 
war? 


Answer 


Yes, The first Saturday after Christmas in i864. 
John Stillans, who was Dr Stevensons orderly at the hospital 
at Me Halis house formerly General Twiggs house, in the 
morning came to the hotel after bedding for the hospital. I 
went with him through the rooms and saw ali that was taken. 


il & 2nd. in answer to ist & 2nd Genl Interrog deponent 


Says: 


iowas present all the time they were taking the 
articies and saw them taken. They took same thirty or forty 
mattrasses, enough pillows for the beds, all the beds had 
pillows. The double mattrasses Rad two to a bed. The 
Single mattrasses had ane piilow. They took some extra 
Pillows, piliow cases, about four dozen sheets. We gave 
then towelis. i kept no regular account. They get slop 
buckets, bedroom crockery, boawlis & pitchers. I dont know 
how many. They took aleo a cooking stove, and cooking 
utensiis. 
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S. in answer to 2rd General Interroag Deponent says: 


John Stillans the hospital orderly came in the 
morning of a Saturday about Christmas or after Christmas. 
There had been a skirmish some where between here and 
Mobile. I had been getting breakfast. Mrs Dodson came to 
ne, and ordered me tao go and pick aut some mattrasses and 
Pillows and give them to Mr Stillens, which I did. There 
WaS 48 wagon at the gate. I helped him get them together. 
He took two losds, af mattrasses and pillows. They carried 
them first. They then came tack for sheets and the 
Blankets, and took ali they wanted. Me Stillens told me 
that the things would be paid for. He said he wanted them 
for the hoepitel and for the wounded. They came day after 
day for iittie things in the kitchen, cooking vesselis, or 
any thing they wanted. 1 gave them to him after speaking ta 
Mes Dodson who toid me to do so. Besides the bedding, I 
Gave them three of four buckets, three scrubbing brushes, 
brooms, the stove boilers, some of them copper and other 
utensils, pans & things. I cant tell how many, I kept no 
account, nob knowing it would be called up again. One 
morning Me Stillans came and firs Dedsen commenced crying and 
asked him if he was going to take everything and break her 
up entirely. He said no, The things would be made good 
again. Then she told me to let him have the things. That 
was the last time he came for bedding. He took his arms 
full of sheets, pillow cases and towells. 

He afterwards came far little things, cooking utensils. 
Seneral Granger slept next door, but occupied Mr Dodsons 
parlor for an office. The next room was Major Montgomery’s 
office in the hotel and same building. 

We had a large pile of lumber, sawed lumber, some of 
it was cypress planks piled up in the yard. The 
Gartermasters men came and took that. I dont know how much 
there was but there was a great deal of it. A good pile, I 
saw them take it off in wagons. 


4. In answer to the 4th Genl Interrog she says: 


These articles were all taken from Mr Doedson’s yard 
and hotel in East Pascagoula. I cant tell the exact day but 
it wae about a week after they landed as I said they landed 
on a Thursday before Christmas i664. 

dohn Stillans the orderiy, came in the yard for the 
bedding and had two soldiers (colored soldiers) to carry 
them auto toa the wagon. Andrew Ely, a colored man also 
helped them. 

In taking the lumber there were two men came in the 
yard and one at the gate. They were in the Quartermaster 
Department. I dent know their names. I did mot pay 
Particular attention ta the lumber. It was not my business, 
but Mes Dodson told me they were taking all the lumber toa. 
Io came out and looked at them taking it out. 


54 of 192 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Dodson Family History 


& In answer toa the Sth Genl Int deponent says: 


There was present Mrs Dodson, Miss Sophie Dodson, 
myself, Andrew Ely a part of the time. Orderly Stillens and 
his men. 


7. In answer to the Yth Genl Inty deponent says: 


General Gordon Grangers office was in the parlor 
a@dqjoining the hall and opening on the porch. He must have 
Seen tne Bedding taken oulh because he was in the house at 
the time the first lot was taken. I saw him talking to Mrs 
Dodson, and I asked her what ne said. The man was waiting 
to get the second ioad. Stillans was waiting. Mrs Dodson 
teld me Generai Granger said it was all right, to let him 
have them, and let him have what he wanted; but come and 
tell her everytime they came for any thing before giving 
them out. 

I saw all the property taken, and followed up Mre 
Dodson when she went to see Gen Granger in the office. and 
I waited until she had talked ta him. I did mot give out 
the second load until she said it was all right. Gen 
Granger came in that Saturday, from the front, but nat 
before the first load was taken. After the first load was 
made up. I fellowed it ta the hospital. Stillans ordered me 
to follow them to help clean up the house for the wounded 
men. It was orders from Geni Granger to Dr Mosier and Or 
Mosier had told him to get all the women to help clean up. 
I helped them all day Saturday, to fix up. I scrubbed, 
washed the windows and fixed up the beds. the same 
matirascses and sheets & things taken from Mr Dodsons. In 
the afternoon after we got through scrubbing they ordered me 
to go Gack with the wagon for the second load while the 
rooms were drying. When I came back to the hotel the secand 
time Genl Granger had arrived. His horses were tied in 
front. He had taken the netel parlor for his affice. It was 
then the conversation took place between hem and Mrs 
Dodson. After she had talked to Genl Granger we took the 
second load. Mrs Dodson was crying. I followed the second 
load back to the hospital. There were bedsteads there 
braught from the other hotel below here. After making up 
the beds fF returned to our hotel with Mrs Dodson who came 
after me and helped her get supper. 


&. in answer to the Bth Feneral Interrog deponent says: 


The property was removed in wagons and by hand, two 
loads in the wagons the rest by hand. 


9. In answer te the Fth Genl Interrog deponent says: 


It was removed to the hospital. I followed each 
load, helped put it in and saw it there frequently 
afterwards. I was afterwards there often to visit the women 
who staid there. I was there nearly every evening for three 
weeks. 
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i6, In answer toa the iO0th Genl Interroq she says: 


Everything I have stated I sawv. I was at the 
hospital every evening. Sundays I was there all the 
afternoon. I spent my time there three or four weeks, and 


then I left with Dr Stevenson. 
ii. In answer to bith Genl Int she says: 


Me Dodson was in Mobile and could not get back. My 
son had gone with him. They wenk for provisions. No one 
was home but Mes Dodson, Sophie Dodson & myself. Mrs Dodson 
complained to General Granger about the men coming for the 
Property; bur he told her it would be all right. His 
servants used the forage in the stable. I heard him say 
that it would be made good ta Mr Bodson. The sealdiers alsa 
broke inte the store and stolen aA great many groceries, 
coffee & tobacco. Mrs Dodson came right to the house and 
complained of it te Genl Granger, but he said he knew 
nething about that. We did not know who it was done that. 
it was done in the night. 


iZ. In answer to the 12th General Intaq she says: 


I dont know 


i3. in answer to the l2th Genl Inter she says: 


No, all the bedding, becis, pillows & C and vessells 
for bedrooms use and lumber was taken openly in the day 
time. They came with authority and asked for all they 
took. I delivered all of it But the lumber. If delivered 
things that are not on the List. Principally cooking 
utensils, broons, brushes and buckets. I counted all I gave 
them and told Mrs Dodson at the time, but I cant now 
remember. I rembember i gave them 24 sheets at one time, 
and more at other time. They took a5 many mattrasses in the 
first load as they could pile in large apen army wagon. 
They afterwards took another Load. 


14. In answer to the t4th Genl Intero she save: 


When the property was taken the army was camped back 
of the hotel in houses around. I did not know any af the 


companys except the ‘Grd Maryland Cavalry. I knew the 
dectors, Mozier, White and Stevenson but did not know the 
Guartermasters. i knew Captain Williams of the rd 
Maryland. Gen Gordon Granger was in commarid. A Major 


Montgomery was with him. 


=. in answer to the 15th Genl intg she savs: 


The bedding and lumber was good. The lumber was new 
and good. The mattrasses were very good. 


I know nothing more than I have stated. 
her 
Mary X Dosd 
mark 
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Witnesses Signature 
M.L.Hutchings 
Subscribed and sworn to by the witness after being read over 
to her, before me this Sth day af March 1874. 
dames Gillete 
Special Commissioner 
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Deposition of Jemima Dodson 
In answer to questions by Special Commissioner 


My name is Jemima Dodson, the wife of William §&. 
Bocdison of East Pascagoula. I was married to him in the year 
16842 Sept. ifth. I have seen the list of articles specified 
in the petition or claim signed by my husband. It is not up 
to the amount that was taken either in quantity or value. 
My husband consulted me about the time he was making it out, 
and asked my my opinion about it. I told him I believed 
there was more taken than he set down. He said he thought 
it was better toe put it less than to overrate. It was 
better to have a little than to lose all by making a large 
claim. That was the substance of his language. I am sure 
there was much more furnished the United States army than he 
states. I can say so concientiocusly. : 


1. To the ist general interrogatory Deponent says: 


Iwas present looking at them when the articles were 
taken. I did not look all the time because I felt sa badly 
I turned away. 


=. In answer oto the 2nd general  interrogatory deponent 
Sayse 


Il saw mattresses taken, a large wagon load filed 
high up and tied over with a rope. The wagon was hauled by 
two mules. They took mattresses twice in the wagon and he 
came again just dusk and took more but how they took them 
the last time I dort know. They disfurnishead the house. 
After they got through I think there must have been fifty 
three quarter and single gone. i know we had toe renew that 
many. They took no bedsteads. They took Blankets, agreat 
Many . At least the amount specified. I had secreted some, 
but General Granger told me to let them have what they 
wanted for I would be paid for all they took. He said it 
Was no use refusing. Dr Moazier who was the head doctor and 
in charge of the hospital told me the same thing. The 
hospital was in General Twiggs house. The fourth house from 
here. They took the sheets from aff all the beds, and asked 
me for clean ones besides for the oafficers beds. I did not 
keep any accurate account of what was taken. They came so 
often and came so suddenly. i remember after they had taken 
& large quantity at the same time they took the mattrasses. 
They came for twelve pair more and for pillow cases {12}, 
and about twelve towelis. They had already disfurnished the 
rooms of these articies. 

We had forty two bedrooms at that time and all were 
furnished with beds and in every front room, of which there 
Sixteen (14)}- 9 upstairs and & down. There was two beds, 
one double and ane single. This was mot counting the 
servants beds. They took all the single and all the 3/74 
matter asses. I think there must Have been fifty at least. 
We have haci as many as seventy five guests in our hotel at 
one time. Qur house was furnished accordingly. 
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They tock also cooking utensiis, buckets, brooms and 
everything they wanted. Also the crockery in the bedrooms. 
They tack the crockery from about a dozen rooms. That is 
nat dawn on the List. Neither are Buckets and cooking 
utensils. The list is greatiy under the value and quantity 
of articles taken. 

They took alse all the lumber we had. It was on the 
next lat to the house. That was taken by the order af the 
quartermaster, Mr. Lappin by a different set of men at a 
different time. They were ever sa long taking out the 
lumber . To oam mo gqudge af Lumber and dont know the 
quantity. Some cypress planks were three feet wide. 


4. In answer to the 4th General Interog she says: 


The articles were taken about the heginning oaf 
danuary of 1845. Gen Gordan Granger and his forces landed 
gust before Christmas. There was a fight soamewhere on the 
Mobile Road about a week after they landed. About that time 
an officer from Dr Mosier came in the day time and said Or 
Mosier had sent him to get mattrasses for the sick and 
Wanted also some for the officers. General Granger who had 
his office in my parlour came out on the porch and I spoke 
to him asking him if he was going to take everything away 
from me. He said not to hesitate in letting them have the 
@articies they wanted as [ would be paid for them. [ dont 
remember what else he said. lo was crying and did not know 
whak to dao. I called my woman, Mary Does, and toid her toa 
qo with the men and get what they wanted. This she did. 
They tumbled the matirasses aver the front galiery into the 
yerd below. General Granger returned te his affice in the 
parlour. He knew all that was Being done, and recognized 
the authority of the men. i remember now that he said "it 
was better toa take all they wanted from one house then ta 
have to ge to other places. The men went off that day. If 
cant say whether they took another load that day; but I know 
they came back another day not three days afterwards about 
dusk and got & load. I think the first time there was four 
or five soldiers, some colored soldiers, some white. The 
one in command was white. They afterwards came again but 
whether with a wagon ar not I doa net now remember. i snouid 
think they came five or six times for brooms and buckets and 
things of that kind besides the times they took the 
bedding. The list dont cover anything like what they took 
at various times. After General Granger toeid me tea iet them 
have what they wanted, my servant Mary Dose would come to me 
when ever the soldiers came, and ask me what she should let 
them have, specifying what they wanted. I aiways told ner 
toa tet them Nave it, unless it was soamething if was 
absolutely forced to keep. They used up a aplendid stave 
for me. The stove alone cost & hundred dollars independent 
of the utensils. The one we have now cosh aver that with 
moathing with it. As we kept a hotel we had to have the 
largest kind. fh was @ hesutiful stove, more a range than a 
common stove. 

Tre taking of our property continued neariy until 
the enci of January i865. Mr. Dorison, was in Mobile. He was 
kept there by order of Genl Mawrey whe would not let him 
recurn. 
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He was away ali the time the U.S. troops were here. I was 
here alone with my daughter Sophia, and a sick son, wha when 
the gun Boats left was taken off by Captain Yates af the 
Gunboat Jackson, to save him from being taken prisaner by 
the Confederates. He was in his sixteenth or seventeen 
year. His Sixteenth birthday was in December while the U5. 
soldiers were here. He was too sick to be gut of bed. The 
U.S.Physicians athended ta him. 

General Grangers headquarters used about six corde 
of wood not charged for in the list, also all the forage we 
had in the stables. He toid mé@ I would be paid for ali that 
Was used or taken. We had plenty because Mr Dodson kept 
store. The stove was on the 2nd lot from aut hotel. 


4, In answer to the 4th General interog she says: 

All the articles were taken here in the house. If I 
did not have what they wanted, I sent to the store or went 
myself ta get it. Myself and daughter had to attend to the 
store. 


=. In anewer to Sth Genl Interog she sayss 

I remember General Granger and his oafficers were 
present. I dont know the names. I think one was a Lieut 
Montgomery. Andrew Ely, & colored man, was here. Antonio 
Marenovich Io ounderstocd was here but I did not see him. 
Mary my servant, who has testified, was here and saw 
everything. My daughter was also present. 


& & 7th & Sth Answering the 4th 7th & 8th Genl =Intqg she 


says: 


i have already said Generali Granger was present and 
repeated what he said so far as I remember. i have said all 
I know in answer to those questions. 


Sth & LOth Answering Pth & 1Oth Beni [Interoqg she sayss 


I know the property was taken most of it toa the 
hospital and same af it to the various officers connected 
with head quarters. I know this because General Granger and 
Dr Mosier both told me sn. I did not follow it. I oniy 
Enow the use for which it was taken by what General Granger 
and Dr Nosier and the soldiers told me. 


Only to General Granger and Dr Mosier whoa told me 
not toe worry and fret that we would be paid for it. 


i2. In answer te 2th Gent Interog she says: 


None, except a receipt from Quartermaster Lappin for 
the lumber which was lost. Ii was merely a receipt. I 
could not describe it. Th was in a large yellow envelope 
but was on & small piece of paper. I dont know what became 
of it. I dant know the amount. Tt stated however what the 
lumber was taken for. 
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Wi 


It sai it was ta lengthen the wharf soa that the Gunboat 
Could land their stores and troops. I dont remember that it 
Specified the amount. I have not seen the paper for four 
years. We did not think we should ever get anything and 
were mot particular to keep it. 


iS. In answer to ifth Genl Interal she says: 


ba 


Some of the property was taken in the night. 
ramember a double mattress. But most all was taken openly 
in the daylight. All that is specified on the list and ali 
that f= have given account of excepk the one mattress was 


taken in the day time. 


Ti 


i4. _In answer to i4th Genl Interrog she says: 


The soldiers were camped all around us. Most of 
them in the woods back. loonly know the regiment by a pass 
I have of which the following is a copy. 


Headquarters Dist W.Fla & &S.Ala 


E. Pascagoula Miss 
danuary 27 AD 1845 


Mrs Dodson has permission tao visit the city of New 
Orleans La and return. 


By Order of 
Maj Gen Granger 
im 5. Avery 
Capt A.D.C 


Approved to return 
R.F. Bearden 
Capt 24 Ind. 


iS. in answer to i5th Genl Interrog she says: 

The condition of the articles taken was good. The 
mattrasses good. Mr Dodson nas not charged enaquah for them. 
They were very thick so as to require but one on a bed. The 
blankets are under valued. He paid the follawing winter to 
replace them two hundred and eighty odd dollars for blankets 
to replace them. I can show you that in our books now. We 
bought them of Portius Store of Le Vois Canal St New 
Orleans. They cost eight and ten dollars a pair. The 
sheets are reasonably charged. Four dollars would be very 
near it. The pillow slips could mot be bought for a dollar 


& pair at what he has charged them. The towaells are 
reasonably charged. but nothing like correct ase toa 
quantity. Nearly all my towells were gone. The quality of 
everything was very good. 

Io dont knew about the price of lumber. I am 
perftectivy ignorant about that. 
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19. In answer to ifth Genl Interrogstory she says: 


Mothing has ever been paid us for this property. We 
never received the least thing from any ane for it. 


manent says for herself: 


And generally de 


IT was loyal during the whole war. i never was so 
Gilad as when General Granger*s forces arrived. My husband 
wes a Union man. Our whole family was loyal to the United 
Hteates Government. 

I fad to make clothing for my sans who were 
conscripted in the rebel service, But I never made for any 
one else and never would. We were very much persecuted on 
account af our sentiments. 

The Confederates threatened ta burn us out. My husband was 
fired at after he returned from Mobile. We felt in constant 
danger from the Confederates until the surrender. We never 
felt the least fear from the United States Soldiers. 


demimna Dodson 


Subscribed and sworn to by the witness after being read over 
to her -— this Sth day af March AD 1674. 


dames Gillette 
Special Cammissioner 
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Beposition of Sophie Hutchings 
i. in answer =to the i$ ist General Interrogatory denponent 


I saw the articles taken. I dont know how many. 


=. in answer to General Interrogatory she says: 


Yes, mattresses, sheets, blankets, pillows, pillow 
Slips and towells and lumber, and what was put aside for 
cypress lumber. I did not know much about lumber in those 
days. I think there was full as much takes as on that list, 
by the number of rooms in the house and noticing what was 
off af the beds and bedsteads. There were the same number 
of rooms then as now. There are fourteen up stairs front 
and back. I think there are (29) twenty mine bed rooms. 
Each room had two beds and each back room one. They were 
Syvery ane upstairs stripped, some beds had two mattrasses. 
There were fourteen upstairs and each room front and back 
had three beds. There are seven front rooms up stairs. Twa 
beds were taken out of each room and one cut of each back 
room. They were all taken from down stairs except four 
rooms. General Grangers, mothers (Mrs Dodsons} and mine and 
Magyar Monigqomerys. 


&. In answer to 3rd Genl iInterog she says: 

This was during the first week in January 1845 —- 
fram this house — Gen Granger*s command came an Thursday 
before Christmas. They had dinner om the next Monday. It 
Was next Saturday week they took the things; which brings it 
to the first week in danuary. 


4,586 In answer to 4,524 Genl Interog she sayss 


General Granger himself was present. He went around 
the house with me & mother went ta get the things. He said 
he would go too, and we went around the house. The General 
Said we would be paid. My mother said “am I going to lose 
all this." He said "na —- Mammy you need not fear. You will 
be paid for them." He saw the things taken and said they 
were to be used for hospital purposes. Il remember seeing 
two wagon loacts go. Mattrasses - things. The sheets & c 
they took in their arms. Iowent down to the hospital on the 


Sunday after. Two wounded were brought in afterwards. Dr 
Mosier was there the Chief Hospital Doctor af the Army, an 
Grangers Staff. He called in Dr Lambert, a citizen doctor 


and Dr tihite of the Army. I saw our property in use ane 
saw the wounded laying on them. I was often at the hospital 
afterwards. At the request of Dr Mosier I assisted 
sometimes in mursing the wounded. I was the only lady in 
the place that would do that. The others were too bitter 
against the Union. 
7. In answer te the th Genl Interrog she says: 

I have already said how it was taken. Tt was by Gen 
Grangers orders and I heard him give them. 
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G@& 9 &® 10 Answering 8th Fth & iG¢th Genl Iterrog she says: 

Io saw it in use at the hospital. At request of the 
dectors [ assisted them in the hospital occasicanally in 
taking care of the wounded & sick. 

Li. In answer to the Lith Genl Interoqg she says: 

Net that I know of. 
iS. in answer to the i3th Genl interrog she says: 

That I dont know. I dont think there was. 

14. In answer to 24th Genl Interrog she says: 


I know Gen Granger was in command. I dont know the 
names af the regiments. 


is. In answer to i3th General Interog she says: 


Good condition. Had only been in use up stairs one 
Season. lit was all new I know the sheets were hecause I 
made some myself. 


ut 


id. In answer to 14th General fInteroqa deponent says: 
IT dont know the quantity only by the number of rooms 
disfurnished. 


The claimant is my father W. §&. Bodson My father went ta 


Mobile to get provisions. The Confederates held him would 
not let him return. My mother had gone toa New Orleans oan 
Gen. Granger’s pass. Before she returned, and after General 
Granger left and while I was alone the Confederate deserters 
tried to burn us out. After that the Confederates tried ta 
shoot him. 

On one occasion just before the end of the was I 
saved the lives of Commander Yates, Or Yard and the other U. 
S. officers of the Gunboat "G.F.dackson" They were about to 
Land. The confederates were in wait to capture them. a 
Siqnalled them and warned them off. On another time I went 
on the warf when they were comming up and made them ga 
back. The confederates were in ambush for them then. Yates 
can tell this himself, so can Dr Yard and Paymaster Perry. 
My name was then Sophie Dodson and wae known ty that name te 
them at that time. 


M.S.Hutchings 


Sworn to and subscribed by the witness after being 
read aver by her, this fifth day of March i874. 


dames Gillette 
Special Commissioner 
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That he is the original owner of said claim, and 
that he is also the present awner of the same. 


That your petitioner remained loyal adherent ta the 
cause and the Government of the United States during the war 
and was soa loyal before and at the time of the taking of the 
property for which this claim is made. 


That said claim has never before been presented to 
any department of the Government. 


That Mesers Johnson, Klaucke & Co of Washington, are 


hereby authorized amd empowered ta act as his Attorneys for 
the prosecution of this claim. 


Wherefore your petitioner prays for such actian of 
your Honorable Commission in the premises, as may be deemed 
gust and proper. 


Witnesses: 
John C. Clark W. &. Dodson Sr 


Charlie MicLanathan 
d. FR. Tice 
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State of Mississippi 
County of Jackson 


(William &. DBodson Sr being duly sworn deposes and says, 
that he is the petitioner named in the foregoing petition, 
and whoa signed the same; that the matters therein stated are 
true, of the deponent’s own knowledge, except as to those 
matters which are stated on information and belief, and as 
to those matters he believes them to be true; and deponent 
further says that he did not volumtarily serve in the 
Confederate army or navy, either as an efficer, soldier, or 
Sailor, or in any other capacity, as any time during the 
late rebellion; that he never voluntarily furnished any 
stores, supplies, or other material aid to said Confederate 
army or navy, or to the Confederate government, or toa any 
officer, department or adherent of the same in support 
thereof, and that he never voluntarily accepted or exercised 
the functions of any office whatsoever under, or yielded 
voluntary support to the said Confederate® government.} 
Witnesses: 


W Culley W. S&S. Dodson Sr 
Chs MicLanthan 
John David 


Sworn and subscribed in my presence, the ¥th day af July 
1871 


W Eirkwood Clerk Chancery Court 
By W Calley Deputy 


Names and residences of witnesses who will be relied upon to 
prove loyalty. 


Antonio Maranovich, Keeper of Govt Island, Pascagoula 


Andrew Ely Butcher Pascagoula 
J.C. Clark Sheriff Pascagoula 
Michael Wells Pascagoula 
Mes J. Jordan Pascagoula 
Mes Mansfield Pascagoula 


Names and residences of witnesses who will be relied upon to 
prove the other facts alleged in the foregoing petition: 


In addition to the above 

General Gordon Granger, U. S&S. A 

Dr. Mozier 

Capt. Samuel Lappin, A.G.M. U.S.A. 

Lt. Commr A.F.Yates, U.S.Navy 

Post office address of claimant Fost Master Pascagoula, 
Jackson Co, Mississippi. 
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JOHNSON and JOHNSON 
SGLICITORS OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGH PATENTS, 
Offices, Corner of 7th and F Sts., opposite 
Patent Office. 
FPF. 0. Box S51 


Albert £&. H. Johnson 
dg. W. Hamilton Johnson 


Washington, DD. C. 
February 7, 1874 


F. Benjamin, Esq. 
Clerk Southern Claims Commission Washington 


Dear Sir, 

Flease give Wm. F. Heiderhoff — Collector af 
Customs at Pascagoula, Miss — all the information and 
advice you can in relation to the claim of Mr. WW. 5S. 
Dodson, af East Fascagoula, Miss. The testimony was 
taken and the case submitted ee action of Commis—_ 


sioners, sometime in April 1874. 
We have heard nothing af it since. 


Very truly yours 
vohnson and Johnson 
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THiS Case was examined by the Commissioners in the fall 
af i874. At that time they thought it somewhat strange, 
when the property of s0 notoricqusiy a loyal man was 
teken, iff & regular way, by officers and soldiers not on 
a march but stationed right at the place, and when there 
was an intimacy between the officers and the custodians 
of the property, that the officers who aporopriated the 
prap- fa page is missing from this file} family 
VOUCHErs, receipts ar other means of getting paid 
thereafter. They alsa wondered that the claimant did 
not, after the war was over, make application to the War 
Dept to see iif any could not be obtained. For these 
reasons, they Laid the claim aside for further inquiry, 
and among the many thousands of claims before them, this 
has excaped their notice. 

They would now like the claimant to explain — 
bet he need net do it formally, under oath - why the 
officers did and where and how the receipt given for 
lumber was lost, and by whomyj and what efforts have been 
mace to find it - When this information is received, the 
Commissioners will proceed with the case and have it in 


their report of naxt December. 


Chas. F. Benjamin 


Clerk 
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Fost Office 

Pascagoula Miss 

Febr 25th 1876 
To the Commissioners of Claims 

Bear Sir 
In answer to enquiry made to my solisitoars 

Goehnson & dJohnsen how it was the 4rmy stationed at 
Pascagoula and moet ona March, did not pay me for the 
articles taken, or give me vouchers for the same, the 
reason is this when SGenl Gordon Granger landed at this 
place I was in Mobile where I had gone to procure 
Provisions and the Confederate Genl hearing of the 
landing before I did and that they had made there 
Headquarters at my house I was arrested and held a 
Confederate prisoner as long as they remained, there 
being oniy my wife & Daughter at home so I never saw 
Genl Granger or any af the Federal forces myself, when 
they left it was in haste and my wife was in New Orleans 
at the time, at the insistance of Genl Granger, and was 
put ashore in the night, my Daughter only being left at 
the house and had no thought of getting voushers or 
anything @lse, But to protect her life from the 
exasperated Confederates, which she did ta risk it again 
the next week to save Commander Yates &® his officers 
fram a Confederate ambush, Il arrived home eight days 


after thie army left. 


Very Respectfuly 
W. &. Dodson 
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Respectfully referred 
to CC. F. Benjamin, Esq 
Clerk 


With the request that he place the matter immediately 
before the Commissioners of Claims. 

Johnson and Johnsan 

formerly 

Johnson, Klaucke & Ca. 


Attys for 
WH. Docksoan 
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No. S346 


PETITION 
of 
William S. Dodson Sr. 
Toa The 
COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS 
Residence of Claimant: Pascaqoula 
dackson County, 


Mississippi 


Amount claimed, &744.50 
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FE TiTriori 


To the Honorable Commissioners of Claims, 
Under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1871, Washington, 


D.C. 
The Petition of William S&S. Dodson, 


Sr. U.S Postmaster at Pascagoula, Mississippi. 


That he is a citizen of the United States and 
resides at present: at Pascagoula, Jackson Co, Mississippi. 


That he has a claim against the United States for 
articles taken by order of General Gordon Granger, command— 
ing at Pascagoula, which articles were used by the troops of 
that command for hospital purposes and to build a wharf far 
the navy, a fellows: 


30 Thirty Mattresses @ $4.00 $180.00 
30 Thirty pairs of Blankets a $6.00 $180.00 
30 Thirty pairs of Pillows a $3.50 SLOS.00 
i2 Twelve pairs of Sheets a $4,00 $48.00 
10 Ten pairs of Pillow Slips a $1.60 $10.00 
iS Fifteen Towels a 5O cts $7.50 


1 One large Cooking Stove & utensils 106,600 
sO00 Five thousand feet of 


Lumber a $15.00 per M $75.00 
2750 Two Thousand Nine hundred ft of 

Cypress lumber a $20.00 per M $357.00 
Tetal value of Property $764,350 


That all the items in the above schedule were af the 
full value therein set forth and were taken from vour pet- 
itioner for the use of and were used by the Unites States 
Ar ny » On the iZth & Lith of December 1864, General Gordon 
Granger landed with his command and made my house ‘an hotel} 
his headquarters, while I was a prisoner in the rebel hands. 
Br. Mozier of the army established a haspital in the vacant 
rooms of the hotel my wife furnishing the bedding &® cc, and 
being tald that she would be paid for everything by the Gov- 
ernment. Great damage was done to the buildings occupied 
and the articles for which this claim is made. The lumber 
was taken by Capt. Samuel Lappin, AGM to build a wharf for 
the U. &. vessels under command of Lieut. Comr. A. RR. Yates 
of the steamer J. FP. Jackson, at Pascagoula at the time. Lt. 
Comr. Yates gave my wife the accompanying certificate. 
(Certificate was not in file) 

That only one voucher, receipt, other 
writing was given therefor except the accompanying voucher 
for part of the lumber, as Iwas absent being held as a 
prisoner by the rebels at Mobile. 

That your petitioner resided at the time the said 
claim accrued at Pascagoula Mississippi, but was at the 
time held ai prisoner by the rebels at Mobile, Ala, on 
account of Union sentiments, that he saved Lt. Come Yates 
and his officers from capture at the risk of his own and his 
daughters lives. 


72 of 192 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Dodson Family History 


No. S240 
CLAIM 
of 
William 5S. Dodson, 
of 


Pascagoula 


Alabama 


$764.50 


APPLICATION 


TO HAVE TESTIMONY TAKEN 
James Gillette, Esq. 


Mobile, Ala. 
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No. 5340 
BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS 
Under Act of Congress af March, 1871. 


In the matter of the Claim of William &S. Dodson, 
Gr. of Pascagoula, in the County of Jackson and the State 
of Mississippi. 


Comes now the claimant, Before James Gillete, Esq., 
Special Commissioner for the State of Alabama, and 
represents that he has heretofore filed with the above named 
Commissioners a Petition for the allowance of a claim for 
Property taken for the use of the army of the United States, 
which claim, as stated below, does not exceed the sum of 
five thousand dollars. 


That the said claim, stated by items and excluding 
therefrom all such items as refer ta the DAMAGE DESTRUCTION, 
and LOSS, and not the USE, of property; to unauthorized or 
unnecessary DEPREDATIONS of troops and other persons upon 
the property, or ta RENT or compensation for the occupation 
of buildings, grounds, or other real estate, is as follows: 


Thirty (30) Mattrasses a $6.00 180,00 
Thirty (30) Pairs of Blankets a $4.00 180.00 
Thirty (30) Pairs of Fillows a #23.50 105.06 
Twelve (12) pairs af Sheets a #4.00 48,00 
Ten (10) pairs of Fillow Slips a #1.00 10.006 


Fifteen (15) Towels a 50 cts 7.30 
One (1) large Cooking Stove 
and utensils 196,00 
Five thousand (53000) feet Lumber 
a $15.00 per M 75.00 


Two Thousand Nine hundred and 
fifty (2950) ft Cypress Lumber 
a $20 per M 37.00 


Total $764.50 


That, aS stated in the Petition referred to, the 
property in question was taken from or furnished by W. &§. 
Dodson, Sr. of Pascagoula, in the State of Mississippi, for 
the use of a portion af the army of the United States, knows 
as-—- and commanded by Gen Gordon Granger and 
that the persons who took or received the property, or who 
authorized or directed it to be taken or furnished, were the 
followings 


NAME RANK 
Gordon Granger General 
Saml Lappin A.f.M. 
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That the property was removed to ----------- and 
used for or by -——-s eee : all this on if and 13 day 


of December, in the year 1864, as appears by the petition 
presented to the Commissioners. 


That by the following named persons, the claimant 
expects to prove that, from the beginning af hostilities 
against the United States to the end thereof, his sympathies 
were constantly with the cause of the United States; that he 
never, of his own ‘free will and accord, did anything, or 
offered, or sought, aor attempted to do anything, by word or 
deed, to injure said cause or retard its success, and that 
he was at all times ready and willing, when called upon, or 
if called upon, to aid and assist the cause of the Union, or 
its supporters, so far as his means and power, and the cir- 
cumstances of the case, permitted. 


Antonio Maranovich, Keeper Gov’t Island of Pascagoula, Miss 
Andrew Ely of Pascagoula, Miss 

dg. €. Clark of Pascagoula, Miss 

Michael Wells of Pascagoula, Miss 

Mrs. J. Jordon (Now Mrs Sophie Hutchings} 

Mrs. Mansfield 


That by the following-namec persons, the claimant 
expects toa prove the taking or furnishing af property for 
the use of the army of the United States: 


Genl Gordon Granger oaf U. &. A 

Dr. Mozier Of u. &. A. 

Capt. Sam Lappin A.@.M. Of U. &. A 
Lt. Comdr A.R.Yates of U. &S. Navy 

Dr. W. Lambert of E. Pascagoula 

Mary Doze (colored) of —. Pascagoula 
Dr. Yard af Mobile 

Mes. Jemima Dodson of E. Pascagoula 
Mes. Sophie Hutchings af E. Pascagoula 


The claimant now prays that the testimony of the 
witnesses just designated be taken and recarded, at such 
Place and at such time as the Special Commissioner may 
designate, at the reasonable cost of the said claimant; and 
that due notice af the time and place of the taking thereof 
be given to the Claimant, or to his counsel. 


Submitted on this------—— day of January AD, 1874. 
W.5. Dodson 
Claimant 


Johnson Klaucke & Co. 
Attorney 
F.0.Address of Attorneys 
P.0.8oxn S51 
Washington, B.C, 
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BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS 


ACT OF CONGRESS MARCH 3, 1971 


Case of William S. Bodson Sr. 
No. 5346 


It is hereby certified, that on the Sth day of March 
i974, at East Pascagoula in the county of Jackson and State 
of Mississippi, personally came before me the followin 
persons, vizs 


William S. Dodson Sr. Claimant, and Mrs. Jemima 
Dodson, Numa Lambert, M.D., Andrew Ely, Mary Dose, Sophie 
Hutchings Claimant’s Witnesses, for the purpose of a 
hearing in the above entitled cause. 


Each and any deponent, previous to his or her 
examination was properly and duly sworn and affirmed by me 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth concerning the matters under examination; and the 
testimony of each deponent was written out by me, or in my 
presence, and as given before me, and subsequently read over 
to said deponent, by whom it was also subscribed in my 
presence. 


Whereby my hand and seal this Sth day of March 1874, 


James Gillette 
Special Commissioner of 
the Commi sioners of 


Claims 
Petition of William 5S. Dodson 


In answer to the First General Interrogatory, (What is your 
name, your age, your residence and how long has it heen 
such, and your occupation) the Deponent says: 


My name is William &S. Bodson, my age fifty eight 
years, my residence East Pascagoula Jackson Co, in the 
State of Mississippi, and my occupation a Hotel and Store 
Keeper and Post Master of East Pascagoula, Mississippi, I am 
the claimant and have a beneficial interest in the claim. 


2._iIn answer to the 2nd General Interrogatory, (Where were 


you residing and what was your business for six months 
before the outbreak of the rebellion, and where did you 
reside and what was your business from the beginning to the 
end of the war? And if you changed your residence or 
business, state how many times, and why such changes were 
made.) Deponent says: 


East Pascagoula where I have resided for about thirty 
years. I bought my present residence about the year 1850, & 
have been using it as such, and as a hotel, ever since. 
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I have not changed my residence during the war nor since 
1850. 


3. In answer to 3rd interog deponent sayss 


I never did, but I happened to be in Moahbile Ala in 
November or December 19844, when General Gorden Granger and 
his forces landed at Pascagoula and made my house his head- 
quarters. I was then detained as a prisoner by the con- 
federate forces in Mobile, Gen. Maury commanding, and was 
not permitted to return to my home until after the United 
States forces had laft Pascagoula. Orders were given to 
shoot me if I attempted to cross the lines. 


4. In answer to 4th Genl Interog deponent says: 


I have no recollection of ever taking any caath or 
affirmation to bear true faith to or to yield obedience to 
the Confederate States, or any other oath. I dont think it 
was ever asked af me. I was very well known as an old cit-— 
izen, and hotel keeper. Most of the officials had boarded 
with me in years past, and I dont think I was ever asked to 
take any cath or sign any; although if it had been necessary 
I would have been compelled to da sa. 


S&S. in answer te Sth Genl interog deponent says: 


lo onever did, There was no necessity for me being 
pardoned. 


& In answer to Sth Genl Interog he sayss 


I never was connected with the Confederate States in 
any capacity, civil or military. 


7. In answer _to the 7th Genl Int deponent sayss 
I never did. 

8. In answer to Sth Geni Interog deponent sayss 
I never did. 

3. In answer to ?th Genl Interon he says: 
I never was. 

16. In answer to the 10th Genl Interog he says: 
I never was. 

ii. In answer to lith Genl Int he says: 
I never was. 

iz. In answer ta the izth Genl Int he sayss 


Io never was in the home guard, nor on any such 
committee. 
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13. &® 14. In answer to ifth and i4th genni int he sayss 


I never was conscripted, and I never furnished a 
substitute. 


is. in answer to 15th Genl Int he sayss 


I never was directly or indirectiy employed in any 
of these departments or in any Branch of the Confederate 
service. 


ié&. In answer to ié6th Genl Interog he says: 


I never was. 


17. In answer to i7th Genl Inty he says: 


I never did. 


18. In answer to the 18th General =Interrogatory deponent 


Bayss 


I never was. I never voluntarily furnished the 
Confederate service anything. Four times the confederate 
soldiers entered my store, and took by force of arms what 
they wanted. They cursed me as a "damned yankee" told me to 
consider myself lucky if they did not take my head off my 
shoulders. Io never furnished anything to any of them 
vOluntarily, except to my cqwn sons who were conscripted. 


One of them was in the Tennessee Army. While he was there I 
occasionally sent him what he needed to relieve his great 
destitution until he got home on sick furlough. If then sent 
him into the lines of the United States forces at Horn 
fsland. I sent him off secretly at 12 o’clock at night, out 
af the Confederate lines. He remained out until the war was 
aver. He then returned home dying in a month or two after— 
wards, from heart disease contracted in the army. My other 
boy was Dut seventeen years old and was conscripted. He 
went to Mobile was taken sick in three or four months and in 
the hospital. I happened to be in Mobile and met him on the 
street. He had just been discharged from hospital and 
ordered toa report for duty. He fell from weakness the 2nd 
block from the hospital. I ordered him to get in my wagon 
and lie down among some sacks and provisions. I covered him 
up and smuggled him out of the lines in my wagon and brought 
him home, where he was when Gen. Granger landed in 1864. He 
never left my home afterwards. I never furnished any other . 
aid to Confederate soaldiers. This, as I have described, was 
necessary in my duty as a parent to my sons who were 
conscripted. As soon as I could, I got them out of the 
Confederate service and into the United States lines. I 
never furnished any information to any Confederate, or 
against the United States Governmant. I never assisted in 
any way the military oar naval operations, against the 
Government of the United States. 
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ACCOUNT 

30 mattresses $180 
30 prs Blankets S180 
30°" Pillows $105 
iz" Sheets $49 
ig” Pillow Slips £10 
is Towels $ 7.50 
i Stove &® Utensils $100 
Ssooc Ft of Lumber #75 
a0 Ft of Lumber Cyoress $59 


Claimant was away from home when the property was 
teken - a prisoner at Mobile, swears that all the property 
charged was in his house when he left — and that the prices 
charged are under their value - when he returned the 
Property was gone - his store was cleaned out by the 
soldiers but not being present he goat no voucher —- no 
apparent charge for the articles in the store — 

Andrew Ely, formerly a slave says he saw all the 
property taken and helped the soldiers to load it ints their 
wagons —- the soldiers were under command af an orderly 
sergeant whose duty it was to collect things for the 
hospital - it was taken when Genl Granger was there in 1844 
and 65 — the hospital was formerly Genl Twiggs house and was 
four doors from claimants hotel - Genl Grangers Hd @rs — was 
the house next te the hotel —- the Genl was present when the 
furniture was taken and told Mrs Dodson it would be paid 
for - witness saw the property in the hospital after it was 


taken. 
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The lumber was taken by orders of Capt. Lappins Gr. Mrs and 
was used in the Gr. Mrs. Dept - witness knew Capt Lappins 
and his men —- knew the taking was regular - it was piled up 
in the front yard of the hotel and was taken off mostly in 
government wagons — but some on mens shoulders — Witness was 
at Hd. G@rs. all the time Genl Granger was there except when 
sent as a guide into the country —- Went away with them when 
they left for fear of injury from the rebels - The = lumber 
was taken about a week after the furniture - Witness read 
the list of articles and thinks there was more taken than is 
claimed -— cannot read or write but considers himself a 
pretty good judge of quantities and qualities as he has been 
in business for him- self since he hired his time 3 years 
’ before the surrender — has handled lumber on considerably 
Mary Dose, 40, was formerly a slave of Mr Dodsons 
and was employed in the hotel — says that the first saturday 
after New Years 1845 John Stillars Dr. Stevenson’s orderly 
at the hospital came to the hotel after bedding for the 
hospital - want with him through the rooms and saw him take 
some 30 or 40 mattresses — pillows for the beds —- pillow 
cases sheets towels stove & ct -— witness helped gather them 
together — they took two large loads witness followed them 
to the hospital and staid there ta help clean up and get 
them to rights —- Genl Grangers office was in the hotel and 
he was there when the property was taken and told Mrs Dodson 
to let them have the things - Andrew Ely was there and 
helped them load the things in the wagons - There was a 
large pile of lumber in the front yard and was taken by the 
Ge. Msr Dept. two men came in the yard and one at the gate — 


they loaded it in wagons saw it carried AWAY = 
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The mattres- ses and articles were all good - gave them 24 
sheets at one time and more at another ~ Witness cannot read 


or write can count by the dozen and was familiar with hotel 
affairs. 

Jemima Dodson testifies tao Raving 42 bed rooms all 
furnished for guests that the mattresses {there must have 
been SO blankets pillows & cs were all taken —- saw two large 
wagon loads taken away — Genl Granger said to let them qo - 
they would be paid for that thers was no use refusing - The 
lumber was taken by a differant set of men- Soldiers in the 
Ge Mer Dept under Capt Lappins —- some of the cypress planks 
were three feet wide -— the property was taken in dany i845 
and was necessary as there had been a skirmish and a good 
Many wounded - & FSCeIPS was given for the lumber bub was 
lost. It was used ta lengthen the wharf so that the Gun 
Boats could come up to it — 

Sophie Hutchins says there are 14 front and back 
rooms and three beds to each two rooms —- they were every one 
up Stairs stripped and all down stairs except four 6enl 
Grangers Maj. Montgomer*s Mrs Dodsons and her own i- witness 
went with her mother and Genl Granger around the house and 
San the things taken — The Genl said they were needed for 
the hospital — Witness went to the hospital and saw wounded 
iaying on the mattresses helped to nurse them - was the 
only woman who assisted - Witness saw two large wagon loads 
taken and lots of things carried af in soldiers arms —- The 
things were all new - in use but one season — 

Dr Lambert says Dr Mozier U.5.A. had charge of the 
hospital and that the furniture he understood was taken from 


hotels ~- The property was taken by order of Dr Mozier. 
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STATE OF MISSISS" COUNTY: 


2ERSONALLY appeared before me... titi: Clerk of the Cirenit Court of 


_ Who eee date sworn, statesthat. knows the w 


_.to he over the age of. eiathtt cbahte Yoo years. 


_... OLE 


scribed and sworn to before me, this 


— Peet 


ths D,, 187. | Sate TeR CIE Meee hc vse Oe eT Deputy Cle 


REIMER % YOENE Sip 


E STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, , 
-COUNTY. ) 


any Minister of the Gospel, lawfully authorized to solemnize the Rites of Matrimony in 
Lo any Judge of the Supreme, Circuit, or Chancery Court of this State: Or to any Justice o 
or member of the Board of Supervisor's Of o.com fA AACE... County---Greeting : 

You are hereby authorized to solennnize the Rites of Matrimc 


1 County. 


itwess my hand i seal of the Cireuit Court of said County, this... G44 


de at Yioleii ber- 18 
 Liloten B ae ist Z 
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ite recorded. LCF F - samewal . 
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Le aaa e of the County of meee and State of Mississippi, are‘held and firmly b 
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' STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


JACKSON COUNTY, 


Know ; All ten ley these Presents $ 
Lerche tl,..o8 principal, and... 


-, both of the County of Jackson and State of Mississippi, are held and firmly boG@nd unto the State 0 of f Mississippi, Fi 


alsum of One Hundred Dollars, lawful money, for the payment of which, well and truly to be made, weand each of 
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Zz , 


itmess our hands, and seals, this... To Z.c ne GY OF. DV EO EP pL Eons. Di 18 S/ \ 
Qondition of this Obligation is: Vhat we application has oe Olerk of the Circuit Court of said d 
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Bag ‘are p etohy Authorized to celebrate the RITES OF MATRIMONY between 
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» hereby required to transmit to the undersign, Clerk of the Circuit Court of said Beni, or his successor in 


AND... 
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‘ch cases provided, . 13 ig 
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MARRIAGE OF WILLIAM SAMUEL DODSON, JR. AND LOUISE USHER 


MARRIACE BOND. 
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as er ae of the Camus of Jackson and State of f Bieaisat ppt, are held and finiity bound unto the State of Misdissippi, 
in the penal sum of One Hundred Dollars, lawful money, for the payment of which, well and truly to be made, we and each of 
us do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and Pipi mead and severally, firmly by these presents. 


way OF... eS. 7 Lease cuaeh were ce A. D., ave. 
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Clerk Circuit Court. 
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PETITION. 


To the Honorable Commissioners of Claims,. 
Under the Act of Congress of. March By se Washingtan, D. os 
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hat all the items in the above schedule were of the full value therein set forth and were 
Fe Oe ee Pr ee your petitioner for the use of and were used by the 


United States army,4, Oracle bor tck i he ites Sena sage Lo ace f 2 we, tO EI... LEG. en 
= aap LARL ¢ i ELMNG MT... imine ae aweth! tis, Cctcacancan tha. kA: aa. octal 
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hE oe Abtttindeoletsd,. dure audeesda, dbececd,adcrepnan dat, gtreniutrcallt iy tbe pe at 
Cadets Lien BA Lh, me: a Catafad. as  crcacatatedehl.. Lucas (fda ty, Ch. en LC, 
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the@resenbhowner Of the same. Oc oe Ba ee at Sl et a alle al ea dene 


Sree That your petitioner remained loyal adherent to the cause and the Gavesnment of the 
sates United States during the war, and 2 @veso loyal before and at the time of as Bo . 
Es ay it f the property for which this claim is made. ‘ 


That said claim has #everbetore been presented pai sic ae ee ee ee oi es Lhe, a 
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1. Give residence of all petitioners, if there be more than one. 
2. State briefly the origin of the claim, and time and place of origin. ” 


3. Taken from, or furnished by, 

4. Give name and rank of officers who took the property, and the eommand to whieh they belonged, to what place the 
elle erie | was removed, and for the use of what. persons, company, regiment or military organization it was taken, distinguishing: 
between facts stated upon personal knowledge and those stated upon information and belief. : 

5. Ifany voucher, &e., was given, attach the original or a copy of it, to the petition 3 or, if notin the possession of the 
claimant state where it is now, setting forth the substance of the same. 

6. If any other than the original owner now owns or has an interest in the claim, state how he aequired it. 


7. If the claim has been presented before to any Department or elswhere for adjustment, state where, and what dispo- 
sition was madc of it there. 


8. Name or names of petitioner or petitioners. 
9. If more than one petitioner, insert here the words,‘ cach for himself,’ and in the next line, “one of.” 
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DIRECTIONS. 


Nore 1.—Insert number of the Claim. . 
2,—* Taken” or ‘ furnished.” , 
3.—Desceribe the military organization by name as rally and particularly as oasliste: 
4,—State as well as ean be uone, the place to which the property was conveyed for the use of the army. 
5,—State as fully and minutely as is possible, the particular persons or commands using the property, and to what 
particular use it was applied. 
6.—The claimant’s name should be signed here, either by himself or his attorncy. 


Wo LPL cna 1 
BEDORE THE COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS, 


Under Act of Congress ‘of March 3, 1871. 


In the matter of the Claim of... MiVhensi! A Qe es 


ph th G0 ML nee , in the County op Jeaebctatsd. 
and State op Mot deaidea sof és aren eee oe 


, and 
represents that he has her stofore ‘Bho with the above-named Conrimnisstoners @ 
Petition for the allowance of a clatm for property to behets for the wse of 
the army of the United States, which claim, us stuted below, does not exceed the 
sun of five thousand dollars. ? 

That the said claim, stated by items, and excluding therefron. all such items 
as refer to the DAMAGE, DESTRUCTION, art LOSS, and not the USK, of property ; 
to unauthorized or unnecessary DIXPREDATIONS of troops aid other persons upon 
the property, or to RENT or compensation forthe occupation of buildings, grounds, 
or other veal estate, ts as follows: 


. ; VALUE. 
‘ NT! vf i S te) eee 
of | QUANTITIES AND ARTICLES. Dolls. | Cts. 


{tem} . 


Z. &é A ; LE-O.\ 220 
ee tel EB) mee Lilhouee...... Pri EEE alinas A.200| G2 
ies Se CLL sf awit Bees pn... heed. eit 4-70 Pa 
= ne es wn. OD 

Le, fit a Lente Re ee 2 ee ee 22 


LG. fh) Caag roe Mews, 400d Ulerseclhy.......\--- LOO\ Oo “) 2 


wee ele en - eo a $e a a re we ee ee fe ee ef eee 


~ 


119 of 192 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


Dodson Family History 
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHLYES 


That, as stated tn the Petition Ue 2 De. to, the property tir question was taken 


from or furnished by .-.-~ Lf CLL. Ey te Se ee of 


_ PARE oarter, in the State of... AM Sansa dhe. for the use 


of. a portion of the army of the United States, known as @) 


nit get ty see eeenlnnnnnanansanas ONE commanded by. fans Garlen , CV 


AN re ee eee ere and that the persons who took or received the property, or 
who authorized or directed tt to be taken or furnished, were the following : 


NAME. RANK. co. Regiment, Corps or Station. 


That the property was renvoved to (A) 


win iatreicadioe mie i acclaim an cintaae osetia mans tli and wsed for or by () 


te he WU Ne Pt NS Bo ne gc Ro Nea Cn Ba SOE in Po hh ein A SEs ; all this 
a0 maboutthe LL tal SB. depot Aectease heme, in the year 18646, 


1s appears by the petition presented to the Commissioners. 

That by the following named persons, the claimant expects to prove that, from 
the beginning of hostilities against the United States to the end thereof, his sym... 
pathies were consiuntly with the cause of the United States; that he never, of his 
own freéwtlt and accord, did anything, or offered, om sought, or atternpted to do 
anything, by word or deed, to injure said cause or retard its success, and that he 
was at all times reaty and willing, when called upon, or if called wpon, to aid 
and assist the cause of the Union, or tés stepporter S, ry idlist® his means and power, 
and the circumstances of the case, per ne 


That, by the folldwing-named persons, the clainuant expects to prove the taking 


or sere shing of the property for the wse of the army of the United TA. 
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The claimant now prays that the testimony of the witnesses just designated 
be taken and recorded, at such place and at such time as the Special Commis- 
sioner may designate, at the reasonable cost of the said claimant; and that due 
notice of the time and place of the taking thereof be given tothe Claimant, or to 


his counsel. 
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